National Health Insurance. Physical therapists' attitudes.
APTA members living in New England were surveyed by a mail questionnaire to assess their attitudes toward National Health Insurance. Respondents' strata included educators, private practitioners, and clinicians. Generally, respondents believed that National Health Insurance was inevitable, would not cause unnecessary use of physical therapy services, and would not affect the individual therapist's professional freedom. The majority of the respondents judged themselves not well informed about the health plan. Respondents' perceptions of their peers' views of National Health Insurance were inaccurate. Options favored by the respondents under a hypothetical health plan are reported. Results indicate that the physical therapists surveyed generally favored National Health Insurance and thought the APTA should represent them in planning such a program. No significant differences in attitude toward National Health Insurance could be attributed to respondent strata or any of the personal data collected.